United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/688,905 


10/21/2003 


Gregory L. Kirk 


11641/167 


3761 



23838 7590 08/09/2007 

KENYON & KENYON LLP 
1500 K STREET N.W. 

SUITE 700 

WASHINGTON, DC 20005 





EXAMINER 


BOWERS, NATHAN ANDREW 


ART UNIT 




PAPER NUMBER 


1744 






MAIL DATE 




DELIVERY MODE 



08/09/2007 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 





Advisory Action 

Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 




U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-303 (Rev. 08-06) 



Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief 



Part of Paper No. 20070807 











Continuation Sheet (PTO-303) 



Application No. 10/688,905 



Continuation of 1 1. does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: Applicant has expressed concern that the 
Dubrow reference does not adequately address the deficiencies of Jarnigan and Kricka. More specifically, Applicant suggests that 
Dubrow does not disclose the use of a base member and cover plate in conformal contact. However, Figures 2 and 3 represent separate 
embodiments, and small high spots (214) that prevent the two layers from fully touching are not present in the embodiment of Figure 1 . 
From Figure 1 , it is clear that the cover is in full conformal contact with the base. 

Applicant also indicated that the channels of Dubrow are enclosed below the cover layer so the channels are formed within the interior of 
the device, and thus the channels are not exposed to the environment. Although the channels are formed within the interior of the device, 
they are still exposed to the environment because they are in fluid communication with inlet and outlet ports, which are in turn in direct 
contact with the environment. 
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